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Course Syllabus:  Spanish Speakers Level 1
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2017-2018
Purpose:
Native or near-native speakers of Spanish will develop and improve reading, writing and grammar skills in their native language, while learning to appreciate the depth and diversity of the Hispanic cultures both in the United States and abroad.

The Spanish Speakers Program provides students with the opportunity to continue developing their native tongue: Spanish.    Furthermore, this program strives for the realization of three main objectives:
The development of communication and learning skills;

The development of cultural awareness, and

The extension of future academic/career opportunities.

This course emphasizes listening comprehension and oral communication skills, while enhancing reading and writing sequentially.  In addition, students will engage in activities designed to acquire a command of vocabulary and language skills necessary for academic and personal communication.    This is accomplished through the use of authentic media and literature as well as active student participation in the learning process.

Objectives:

The National Standards for Foreign Language Learning, Common Core standards will guide this course and will address the following performance outcomes. Accommodations are made for the appropriate competency level.

The following general standards will be covered in this course:

Communication

· The student will engage in conversation, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions.

· The student will understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics.

· The student will obtain and process information in spoken and written form on topics of academic, cultural and historical interest.

· The student will understand the main ideas and significant details from various modes of communication.

· The student will read authentic written materials and analyze them orally or in writing.

· The student will understand various aspects of and relationships between the arts, music, literature, history, politics, or economics as presented through film, book or magazine article.

· The student will present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience or listeners or readers on a variety of topics.

· The student will demonstrate a mastery of the Spanish Orthographic syllabification and accentuation system, and will learn how to differentiate between formal and informal Spanish.
Culture

The student will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the perspectives and products of culture studied and use this knowledge to recognize cultural practices.

The student will identify and discuss:

· Various patterns of common behavior in the target culture(s).

· Artistic expressions and forms of the target culture (books, periodicals, videos, commercials, music, dance, design, and art)

· Target language writers and their works, while assessing their influence in the greater world culture.

Connections

· The student will reinforce and further his knowledge of other disciplines through foreign language.

· The student will conduct research on a topic of interest using a variety of target language sources.

· The student will use a concept or a skill learned in the foreign language to communicate information in other content areas.

· The student will use research information as a basis for formulating opinions that reflect knowledge in the target culture.

Experiences

· The student will use the language within and beyond the school setting.

· The student will understand that knowing more than one language allows people to function effectively in the world culture.

· The student will become a lifelong learner by using the language for personal enjoyment and enrichment.

The Year at a Glance:
This class is for annual credit and a college entrance requirement. It is designed for students who wish to develop a mastery of their native language.

Textbook:
The course uses primarily the following textbook which is geared to enhance heritage language learners:     El Español Para Nosotros Nivel Uno).Glencoe McGrawHill. 2006.

Students are required to bring text to class, journal/notebook and a foreign language dictionary.

Assessment:
This course adheres follows the Miami Dade County Public Schools Grading Scale.
For more detailed information on course content or this specific school, visit 
http://miamibeach.schoolwires.com
